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Conference Organizing Committee 2023-2024:
We wish to thank the members of the conference organizing committee for all their hard work
and volunteer efforts in many roles this past year. Special thanks to Dr. Vaibhav Diwanji, our
conference Executive Director. Names and affiliations of committee members are below:
Ms. Oladoyin Abiona, Doctoral Candidate, School of Communication, FSU
Ms. Sommaiya Angrish, Digital Media Production Student, School of Communication, FSU

Dr. Tanu Kohli Bagwe, Director of Academic Advising and Student Success, UCLA Extension

Dr. Vaibhav Diwaniji, Assistant Professor, William Allen White School of Journalism and Mass
Communications, University of Kansas

Dr. Bryant Harden, Program Director of Global Citizenship Certificate, Center for Global
Engagement, FSU

Ghazal Hussein, Doctoral Student, School of Information, FSU

Ms. Pooja Ichplani, Doctoral Candidate, School of Communication, FSU

Dr. Claudia Liebeskind, Associate Professor of History, College of Arts and Sciences, FSU

Dr. John Mayo, Director, William A. Kerr Intercultural Education & Dialogue Initiative, College of
Social Sciences and Public Policy; Professor & Dean Emeritus, College of Communication and

Information, FSU

Dr. Stephen McDowell, John H. Phipps Professor of Communication; Assistant Provost,
International Initiatives, FSU

Dr. Radha Modi, Assistant Teaching Professor, Interdisciplinary Social Science Program, College
of Social Sciences and Public Policy, FSU
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Ms. Sneha Nair, Communications Director (Volunteer) — SAMCS, Lawrence, Kansas

Ms. Rebecca Peters, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Religion, College of Arts and Sciences;
Fulbright-Hays Scholar, FSU

Ms. Amoolya Rajappa, Doctoral Candidate, Christ University, Bangalore.

Dr. Awais Saleem, Department of Communication and Media, Lamar University, Beaumont,
Texas

Dr. Asif Shaikh, Visiting Asst Prof of Business Analytics & Information Systems, Quinnipiac
University

Dr. Mariam Shaikh, Advisor, Social and Digital Media, Office of the 78th President General
Assembly, United Nations.

Ms. Khusnud Tabassum, Graduate Student, School of Communication, FSU

Mr. Michael Walsh, Marketing & Communication Coordinator, College of Communication and
Information, FSU

Conference Partners:

Ruth K. & Shepard Broad International Lecture Series, College of Social Sciences and Public
Policy, Florida State University

The Center for Global Engagement, Florida State University

“Engage Your World” Speaker Series, Florida State University

School of Communication, College of Communications and Information, Florida State University
CHRIST (Deemed to be) University, Bangalore, India

John H. Phipps Professorship in Communication

FSU Institute for Intercultural Communication and Research.

Other Acknowledgements

We want to recognize and thank Dr. Azmat Rasul, now at Zayed University in Abu Dhabi for his
leadership in early years of conference planning. He was then a Fulbright fellow and doctoral
student in the FSU School of Communication, and was instrumental in inviting and engaging
colleagues around the world in the first years of the conference.
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Dr. Kailash Koushik of Christ (deemed to be) University in Bangalore has also been instrumental
in facilitating our cooperation with that university. They run an annual media conference called
Media Meet which draws people from all over India.

In Loving Memory of Dr. Kathleen Erndl (1954-2017) Department of Religion

Florida State University Dr. Kathleen Erndl passed away suddenly in February 2017. She was a
founding and continuing member of the organizing committee for this conference. She always
made a thoughtful and supportive contribution to our planning, and recruited her students to
be part of this event. Her charm, humor, and partnership is greatly missed, but we appreciate
all the assistance she gave to students and faculty at FSU and the broader academic
community.




